
 

 
STANDARDS AND BUSINESS COMMITTEE  
 
 
 
 

Subject: Notice of Motion – Community Orchards 

 

Date: 
23rd September, 2025 
 

Reporting Officer: Nora Largey, City Solicitor/Director of Legal and Civic Services 
 

Contact Officer: 
 

Jim Hanna, Democratic Services and Governance Manager 
 

 
 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 
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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To consider the Notice of Motion received for the meeting of the Council on 1st October, 

2025 in relation to Community Orchards. 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 Members are asked to note that, in accordance with Standing Orders, Notices of Motion 

which commit the Council to expenditure or falls within the remit of a particular Committee 

must be referred to the appropriate committee for consideration and report.   

 

At this time Members are only asked to note that the Notice of Motion has been received and 

that a subsequent report will be brought to Committee, if that Committee so agrees, outlining 

a detailed consideration of the Notice of Motion and the potential costs implications. 

 

The Committee is asked to note that this motion will be referred on the first instance to the 

People and Communities Committee. 

3.0 Main Report 
 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
The Committee will be aware that Standing Orders 13 (m) to (r), as agreed by the Council at 
its meeting on 4th October, are as follows: 
 

(m) The Standards and Business Committee will have delegated authority to adopt or 
reject Notices of Motion. The Lord Mayor will indicate at the Council meeting those 
Notices of Motion that have been considered by the Standards and Business 
Committee and whether such Notices of Motion were rejected or adopted. In 
either case, the proposer only may speak on the issue at Council. 

 
(n) The Standards and Business Committee will refer all Notices of Motion directly to 

a standing committee when the matter to which the Notice of Motion refers falls 
within the remit of that committee. At Council, the Lord Mayor will indicate that the 
Notice of Motion was received and referred. There will be no speakers on such 
Notices of Motion at Council. 

 
(o) The Standards and Business Committee will refer Notices of Motion for 

consideration by full Council when the Notice of Motion relates to a strategic or 
constitutional matter. 

 
(p) The Standards and Business Committee will not have the power to amend the 

wording of any Notice of Motion that is being referred to the full Council for debate. 
 
(q) Any amendments to Notice of Motions to be proposed at the Council are to be 

furnished at least one day in advance of going to the full Council and will be 
circulated to Party Group Leaders in advance of the Council meeting. 

 



 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 

3.5 

(r) In referring any matter to the full Council, the Standards and Business Committee 
may determine to restrict contributions to the debate in relation to any Notice of 
Motion to one per political party. At the Council meeting, the Lord Mayor will 
clearly indicate if the restriction applies. 

 
The following motion has been received:  
 

Community Orchards 
 
This Council recognises the wide-ranging social, environmental, and economic 
benefits of community orchards, including increased access to fresh fruit, the 
promotion of local food resilience, the enhancement of green spaces, improved 
mental and physical wellbeing, and stronger community cohesion. It acknowledges 
that community orchards contribute to climate resilience through increased 
biodiversity, carbon sequestration, and natural cooling effects in urban areas.  It also 
notes that community orchards offer valuable opportunities for intergenerational 
learning, volunteering, and environmental education, particularly in areas where 
green space and access to nature are limited. 
  
This motion is requesting that this council commits to supporting the creation and 
maintenance of community orchards across the city through partnerships with 
residents, schools, and local organisations. Council will take part in identifying 
underused or neglected public land that could be repurposed for community orchard 
use. This would require commitment to some expenditure for planting, equipment, 
and training necessary to establish new orchards in identified areas. Council would 
also encourage and support community-led management of orchards and provide 
resources and guidance to support their long-term sustainability. 
 
Proposer:  Councillor Christine Bower 
 
Seconder:  Councillor Fiona McAteer 
 

 
The motion calls upon the Council to commit to supporting the creation and maintenance of 

community orchards across the city through partnerships with residents, schools, and local 

organisations.  The People and Communities Committee is responsible for the development 

and implementation of strategies, policies, programmes and projects aimed at improving life 

at a local level in the context of the outcomes agreed in the community and corporate plans 

and other corporate strategy.  In addition the motion also has links to a previous motion on 

the Vital Role of Trees and the motion will therefore be referred to that Committee. 

 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 
None associated with this report. 
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications 
 
None. 

4.0 Documents Attached 
 



  
None. 
 

 
 
 


